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Tablet Controversy Filters Down to USM Students
HATTIESBURG – The recent scandal surrounding the USM program to distribute

1,000 free Samsung Galaxy Tab™ 10.1 Tablets to various USM students has now filtered
down to the general student body of the Hattiesburg–based university. In her 25-Aug2011 report for The Student Printz entitled “Southern Miss . . . To The Tablet?,” Rachel
Beech, a TSP staffer, has uncovered new aspects of the tablet program and identified
growing pockets of discontent with it among the USM student body.

Original reports stated that anywhere from 700 to 1,000 USM students would be
receiving these hardware tablets. Beech’s report confirms that the number will be
around 1,000, and that only 700 of these are being funded through the Samsung
program. Thus, the $440,000 consulting fee being paid by USM to Blackboard to
facilitate the program is only the beginning of USM’s expenses. At $530 per tablet, USM
will likely now be on the hook for an extra $159,000 to cover the cost of the 300
additional tablets. This raises USM’s auxiliary funds commitment to $599,000. Lastly,
given that Beech’s report uncovers the $530/per price tag, and not the $499/per figure
reported earlier by USMNEWS.net, the grant will be covering $371,000 in expenses, and
not $349,300.
One of the reasons the project has grown from 700 to 1,000 tablets, thus raising USM’s
cost by at least $159,000, is the decision by the USM administration to expand the list of
targeted recipients. Original reports indicated that McNair Scholars, Honors College
students, USM-Gulf Coast students, and Southern Style participants would be receiving
the hardware. Beech’s report, however, indicates that all elected officials of the USM

Student Government Association will be adding these Samsung Galaxy Tab™ 10.1
Tablets to their already long list of benefits, which includes regular interactions with
USM president Martha Saunders and others in her administration. As expected, many
USM students are unhappy with this latest scandal. Senior coaching major Garrett Ball
told Beech that he “. . . feel[s] like they've given up on the rest of us,” and that “[i[t's like
the old Mark Twain quote, ‘everything has its limit—iron ore cannot be educated into
gold.’” Jordan Freeman, a senior political science major, stated in an interview with
Beech that there is a perception that the Saunders administration is being fiscally
irresponsible. Freeman went further by telling Beech “I am outraged. Unless this
money was donated for a specific purpose and the money for these tabs are coming out
of the general budget for USM, then it is a gross error on behalf of the administration.”

As Van Arnold’s 22-Aug-2011 USM presser points out, Saunders isn’t shying away from
participating in this controversial program. Arnold’s photo, inserted above, shows
Saunders distributing the tablets to those fortunate students on the Hattiesburg campus.
This decision seems to confirm the sentiment in Susan Green-Lewis’ most recent guest
editorial at USMNEWS.net. Saunders’ USM-GC lieutenant, Francis Lucas, is also getting
in on the act, at least according to Charmaine Williams Schmermund’s 24-Aug-2011
USM presser.
With the USM SGA now in on the largesse in this case, sources tell USMNEWS.net that
the controversy will only grow more intense. Stay tuned to USMNEWS.net for
additional reports.

