
Enrollments & Economics 
A Special Report on One Stretch of ECO's Road to the Present 

 
The problem with student enrollments in the CoB's economics programs is a long-standing one 
that most faculty who have spent any time in USM's b-school know something about.  Through 
recent news reports in The Hattiesburg American and elsewhere, we've learned that the three 
economics majors under the CoB umbrella can count only 21 majors at one time, and that they 
have graduated only 10 students (combined) over the past three years.  Those figures come to 
7 students per program, and 3 graduates per year combined.  With 10-12 full-time faculty, 
several of which earn more than $90,000 per 9-month academic year, there is no escaping the 
conclusion that something has to change. 
 

 
 

 
 



One problem for the CoB's ECO faculty is that for years it relied on the habitually unproductive 
Mark Klinedinst, now a professor of economics, to address the problem of corralling new 
majors to the three programs.  Sources say that Klinedinst not only volunteered for this task 
for a number of years, he acted almost as if it were his turf to protect.  What was it Klinedinst 
did while acting as the ECO enrollment czar?  For one, he developed the now infamous ECON 
IS KEWL flier that was, for a time, widely distributed to prospective economics majors.  Like so 
many artifacts from the CoB's history, a copy of that flier is housed in USMNEWS.net's vast 
library, a copy of which is inserted above.  As one can see, the flier is packed full of text, much 
of which is a lame attempt at wit.  Klinedinst mentions that all of the b-schools deans had by 
then been economists, a fact that should have had ECO in much better stead throughout all 
the lean years.  Finally, when the time comes to solicit visitation from prospective majors (at 
the end of the document), Klinedinst gives more coverage to the CoAL's economics program, 
which was administered by William Taylor, rather than the one housed in the b-school.    
 
Of course, this is not the sole reason ECO finds itself in its current predicament.  But it is one 
element in the story, which is important given that Klinedinst will be one of the more vocal 
critics of USM over the coming weeks and months.  For readers who are interested in digging a 
little deeper, the 10 links above detail just some of the issues associated with Klinedinst.  The 
USMNEWS.net Archives offer even more. 
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