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The University of Southern Mississippi's College
Hall isn't quite what it used to be. Gone are the
library, the auditorium and even the widow's walk.
Many of the old windows are bricked over.

And sometime along the way, the main grand
entrance became something other than an entrance
- a mechanical room, in fact, with the doorway
barred.

But the building's still there - west of the
administration building, the overflow home of campus classrooms
and offices.

USM's College Hall to get $6M makeover
Bids to begin on construction project

15 Comments

Artist rendering of a restored College Hall at the University of Southern Mississippi.
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Now, in the centennial year of the start of its
construction, the building is about to get an
anticipated $6 million makeover.

The administration's plan is to restore it to
former glory and make it the home of the
Southern Miss School of Mass
Communication and Journalism.

"We're quite thrilled about this," said school
director Chris Campbell, whose program
currently shares space in Southern Hall with
the mathematics department.

That means, in addition to offices and
classrooms on the first two floors, the third
floor will be a recording studio for the
student media center. WUSM and The
Student Printz also will occupy the building.

Southern Miss is about to bid the
construction project.

If all goes according to plan, renovation
should begin in August with a completion
date set for Spring 2013, according to
Physical Plant Director Chris Crenshaw.

Funding the restoration is leftover money
lumped together from several bond bills
dating to 2002, Crenshaw said.

In its original incarnation as Mississippi
Normal College, Southern Miss built
College Hall with four other buildings (all

still standing) in 1911-12.

The state appropriated $178,000 for the construction of the first five
buildings, not including heating, plumbing and wiring.

College Hall was the school's only academic building at the time -
not overly taxing given that the school had 227 students at its
inception.

But as South Mississippi mushroomed in size, so did the college,
according to Southern Miss historian Chester "Bo" Morgan, who
also has an office in College Hall.

At a glance

College Hall on the University of Southern Mississippi
campus is set to undergo a $6 million renovation. It is
one of the campus' five original buildings and will be the
home of the college's School of Mass Communication
and Journalism.

Upcoming renovations are planned for College Hall at
Southern Miss. College Hall is the oldest building on the
Hattiesburg campus. / ryan moore | Hattiesburg American
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Upcoming renovations are planned for College Hall at the
University of Southern Mississippi campus. College Hall is
the oldest building on the Hattiesburg campus. / ryan
moore | Hattiesburg American
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