After 24 reports, a simple question: Have you lost your minds?

To Blacksburg, VA, Madison, MS, then Home at Pensacola, FL

On March 18, 2010, USM Pilots’ Trip Log reported that no passengers were
aboard N777AQ for a 2.4 hour flight to Blacksburg, VA at a cost of
$14,850.43 (2.4 x $6,187.67). Martha Saunders boarded N777AQ at
Blacksburg, VA and flew 2.2 hours to Madison, MS at a cost of $13,612.87
(2.2 x $6,187.67). Chad Driskell, Executive Assistant to President Saunders
for External Affairs, and Mike Lambert boarded N777AQ and flew with
Martha Saunders 1.0 hours to Pensacola, FL at a cost of $6,187.67. Martha
Saunders has a home located in Pensacola, FL. The plane with its two
pilots, Cunningham and Price, flew .7 hours to Hattiesburg, MS with no
passengers at a cost of $4,331.37 (.7 x $6,187.67). The total cost to
taxpayers, USM students and faculty of the flights of N777AQ on March 18,
2010 was 6.3 flight hours x $6,187.67 = $38,982.32.

The Interdepartmental Invoice reports that the March 18, 2010 flight of
N777AQ was “6.3 hours round trip Blacksburg, VA/Jackson, MS/
Pensacola, FL for Dr. Saunders SACS Reaffirmation Visit/Bond Requests
meetings. The charge for the flight according to the Interdepartmental
Invoice was the “President’s Office”—that is, taxpayers and USM students
and faculty.



King Air NTTTAQ Trip Log

Datefs} Destination{s) Pussenger Name(s)

g0 l‘,':qm.-.a..fn'u. Blekshag, s PN

Lh_L Cyeles I M.‘ﬂ. n].*m .l'%j'u'r h-._‘:._f'r"l_ Maimtenance
HobbsMer o [Jci 2 Ow_ilec.fs = _ 94 s

Date Destinationis Passenger Names

Juewe Madism. mg N Sacndeeys

Ldg | Cyeles | st heny TP e Bus V7 Trmg  Maistenance
Hobbs Mir  In__[ 7.0 ¥ ot (et A - 33 hrs tatal

Date Destinationis) Paxsenger Names

484U Percapda, L B Sundss, Chad Desstt, Moe Lasbeer
wag Vo ey | vioelsmben e Be o Toe Seimemance
HobbsMir T 2 ow_ [WEA o« [0 s




Dateds) Destination(s) Passenger Name(s)

21840 Havwehura MS _ Nwe - -

Lig | Gy | mw&u_ Bus L~ Trag____ Maintenance
Hobbs Mir  In__ (10T, | Out _| T8 ¥ = 7] hrstensl

Dae  Dessinations) Pasenzer Names

Sabe Pk Bk Mg

Lass 1 oy | o Aled, Fhite B o Teme Maintenance
Hobbs Mir  1n [Te? 2 owm_ |07 - _ A0 hrs fatal

Date Destinationts) Eassenzsr Names

Sdtw  Hattieobwy Mz . Savnders

g | oy | riben rice e Y e Maistensnce

A
Hobbs Mir I [T]I0% o 1pAq e T




HTERDEPAR TMENTAL INVOICE
THE URFVERETY OF EOUTHERN BITLNLPP
AT Ak va

CRARGE

ToTEL [Er

This trip was previously reported on usmnews.net but at that time USM had
not provides a complete response to our Freedom of Information Request.
Our persistence resulted in obtaining additional information that allowed
us to determine actual costs of President Saunders’ airplane N777AQ.

Let’s pause for a second and consider the cost of this flight to Blacksburg,
VA (empty plane), Jackson, MS, Pensacola, FL (location of Saunders’
home), and to Hattiesburg, MS (empty plane): $38,982.32. We could
discuss cost benefit analyses, efficiency, etc, but after the last 24 reports
of N777AQ’s usage and cost, the question is: Have you lost your mind, Dr.
Saunders? IHL members?

(Remember, usmnews.net’s computation of cost per flight hour does not
include or amortize the $907,053.85 balloon payment due on the 60th
month. If that amount is included, the cost is substantially higher than
$6,187.67 per flight hour.)



Context

If you are a new reader of this series, catch up by reviewing A Brief History
of Saunders’ “Lease” of airplane N777AQ During a Recession, Part 1. That
report provides background information concerning the actual costs for
the first 17 months of an airplane N777AQ leased by President Saunders for
a 60-month period. For example, USM documents report total actual cost
of $591,231.71 during the first 17 months of airplane N777AQ operations.

Interdepartmental Invoices for 30 flights were provided in an initial
response from USM to a MORA request concerning the airplane President
Saunders leases and pays for with Mississippi taxpayer and student dollars.
Although the MORA request was for all records related to the plane,
USM’s response was incomplete. When legal counsel followed up
concerning the inadequate response, the University produced more
documents. usmnews.net reporters are currently reviewing the additional
documents and there are reasons to believe the response was again
incomplete.

WHO’S MONITORING THESE “PUBLIC SERVANTS”?

The incomplete response to our MORA request, as exemplified above,
signals irresponsible accountability and questionable use of taxpayer,
student, and faculty resources.

Is anyone holding USM and IHL administrators accountable? IHL members
blessed the lease/purchase of the plane. Why not? IHL members are
enjoying the use of the plane at no cost. So, do not expect the |HL to do
its oversight responsibility and hold President Saunders accountable for this
extravagant expenditure of USM student and faculty resources. And, she’s
giving it away at the same time she’s terminating USM academic
programs and faculty. Unless USM faculty and students take charge of
their destiny, President Saunders will continue to implement her own vision
which, increasingly does not include them.

Stay tuned to usmnews.net for cost analyses of the remaining flights
aboard President Saunders’ plane.
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