
Special Report 
 

Niroomand Drops it like it’s Hot 
An Investigative Series on CoB Faculty Travel 

 
 
This Special Report examines the details of CoB Associate Dean Farhang Niroomand’s 
trip to Berlin (in March of 2006) to attend the 61st Annual International Atlantic 
Economic Society Conference.  The screen below shows the top portion of Niroomand’s 
Employee Travel Voucher regarding this trip: 
 

 
 
At $250/night, the lodging expenses for this trip totaled $1,250.  With meals added, the 
lodging/meals costs alone totaled almost $2,000 (see below). 
 

 
 
The travel expenses, by personal vehicle and public carrier, came to almost $1,000, as 
shown below: 
 

 



Registration fees, tips, and taxi services also killed off most of the annual travel of one 
CoB assistant professor, as the figures below indicate: 
 

 
 
These “Other Expenses” amounts above, when combined, would finance a complete 
conference trip to New Orleans for a CoB professor.  What about the total cost of this trip 
to Germany?  The screen below answers that question: 
 

 
 

How does $3,548.01 sound?  Why did Niroomand attend this meeting?  His 
Permission to Travel form provides some answers.  As the screen below points out, 
Niroomand wanted to “Attend [the] Conference.” 
 

 
 



Is that a sufficient reason?  Perhaps even Niroomand didn’t even think so.  Consider the 
possibility that Niroomand knew he needed further justification to attend this Conference 
in Berlin.  He provided such on his international travel authorization form (see below). 
 

 
 
Here is what he listed there: 
 
 •  Present paper 
 •  chair a session 
 •  discuss several papers 
 •  Faculty development 
 •  recruiting students for ELI 
 •  recruiting students for the MBA [Program] at Southern Miss 
 
The last two of these seem totally bogus.  The fourth one, “faculty development,” is 
comical.  It seems to us that listing the final three items calls into question the entire trip.   
 
What is Niroomand’s job?  As these types of reports continue to mount, Mississippi 
taxpayers deserve an answer to this question.  It is our investigators’ understanding that 
the job of Associate Dean of Academic Affairs is a position with responsibilities for 
things going on inside of the College.  Niroomand spends so much time outside of JGH 
that it’s hard to keep up with.  CoB Dean Harold Doty has now been signatory on several 
of Niroomand’s travel vouchers and permission to travel forms.  Doty is now a big part of 
this situation. 


