Special Report

How Much does JCRGB Sponsorship Cost the CoB?

An Investigative Series on the use of the CoB’s Budget

The recent “CoBscam . . .” report about the questionable publishing practices of
Associate Dean Farhang Niroomand and economics professor Edward Nissan have
sparked a lot of interest among usmpride.com readers. This “Special Report” is partially
the result of a reader’s tip.

The “CoBscam . . .” report focused heavily on Niroomand’s journal --- Journal of
Current Research in Global Business (JCRGB), published under the auspices of the
Association for Global Business (AGB). A recent web search turned up the following

page:
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Association for Global Business

Publications

In erder to provide opportunities for the exchange of professional ideas, to enhance research in the field of mternational
busmness and global concerns, and to mform members of recent developments i the field of mternational education, the
Association publishes the following:

+ The Journal of Global Business
+ The Journal of Current Fesearch m Global Busmess™®

s Proceedings of the Annual Meeting

+ Semt-anmal newsletter and employment opportuntties mformation

* The Journal of Current Research i Global Business 15 sponsored by:
The Tniversity of Southern Mississippt

For additional information, please contact the Journal Editor:
Professor Farhang Mireomand

Department of Econormcs
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The screen above supports the facts presented in the “CoBscam . . .” report. However,
this screen also offers information that goes beyond that earlier report. Notice that the
AGB’s webmaster makes a point of noting that Niroomand’s journal, the JCRGB, is
“sponsored by The University of Southern Mississippi” and not by the Association for
Global Business.



This suggests that, not only is Niroomand the editor of a journal that he and Nissan are
publishing in, and are getting relatively large raises from, it is possibly the case that
Niroomand launched the journal himself. What we do know from this screen is that

USM is currently funding the production of this journal, whether or not it actually
launched it a few short years ago.

The following screen suggests that the JCRGB existed before Niroomand became editor.
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The screen above points out that Winston Awadzi of Delaware State University was the
editor of the JCRGB before the CoB’s Farhang Niroomand took over the position.
According to the website above, Awadzi was the editor at least as late as March of 2003
(see below). The website above also lists Faramarz Damanpour as the contact individual
for information about the Association for Global Business, and it names Fahri Unsal as
the Webmaster for the AGB (again, at least as late as March of 2003).
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Contact info for AGB: Faramarz Damanpour
Contact info for this Wehsite ; Fahri Unsal
Last updated on 0370303

Our next question: How much of the CoB’s budget does sponsorship of the JCRGB
require? That is a big question. There are many line items associated with the costs of
producing an academic publication. These include:

* typesetting/design expenses
* printing costs

* packaging expenses

* mailing fees

Of course, there are other costs, such as postage expenses associated with handling
submission/reviews correspondence, etc. This sponsorship could easily stretch into the
thousands of dollars.

The screen below was taken from a website containing manuscript preparation and
submission information with regard to the Fall 2006 issue (Volume 8) and the Winter
2007 issue (Volume 9) of the JCRGB.



A ASSOCIA TION FOR GLOBAL BUSINESS JOURNAL OF CURRENT RESEARCH IN GLOBAL BUSINESS - Microsoft Interne... [= |[&][%]

. - 2 ¥
OBack e - File

10, The manuscript may be of any length.

. - I
 Address &] httpy/ie4 233, 161, 1 04fsearchiq=cache: w1 xjo: ¥ Go |2 Morkon Internet Security @~ B a

11, The submdssion fee is US$25 per manuseript. The printing fee is US$25 per page with a minimum of $250 per manuscript. Please
make checks payable to Faramarz Damanpour/AGE and send payment, manuseripts and disks/CD-R to the editor.

Apelling, grammar, and punctuation are the responsibility of the author(s). Avoid inconsistency in using abbreviations.

Tables, Figures, Nlusirations, and Endnotes - Use the entire page width for tables and graphs, where required, then contimae with text. A1
tables, figures, illustrations, etc., should be included in the text of the paper. Always use the computer or black ink and professional deawing
ingtruments. Figuresitables should be placed i a row, where appropriate. Tables showld be consistent with the text and facing the same
direction. Endnotes should be consecutively numbered within the text, and substance of the endnotes should appear at the end, preceding the
references.

The deadline for submission is SEFTEMBER 15, Fleage provide (1) TWO copies of mamseript printed on only one side of 33" by 11" bond
paper. (DO NOT FOLD OR 3TAPLE THE MANUSCRIPT. Do not type in the page numbers, but mark them lightly in pencil on the back of each
sheet), (2) a labeled 35" diskette or CD-R with the manuscript. You may send the manascript as an e-mail attachment to the editor at:
Fathang nitoomand@us. edu

NOTE: Papers recerved without a diskette/CD-R and manuscripts that do not follow this style guide will not be published.
Mailto:  Di. Fathang Nitoomand, Editor, JCRGE,
Cuollege of Business
The University of Mississippi
118 College Drive # 5021
Hattiesburg, M3 39406-0001, T34

Phone: 601-266-5028 or (601) 266-4659

The screen indicates that there is a $25 submission fee per manuscript, and a printing of
$25 per page, with a minimum fee of $250 for publishing each manuscript. One would
think that these fees would contribute toward a large portion, if not all, of the operating
costs of the JCRGB. However, the instructions indicate that checks for these fees are to
be made “payable to Faramarz Damanpour/AGB . . .” and sent to the editor (Niroomand).
Is Niroomand turning these checks over to Damanpour/AGB? Or, are they used to cover
the “sponsorship costs” that are incurred by USM’s College of Business? These
questions need answering.

Given the tight financial situation facing higher education in Mississippi, all of this leads
to other questions, such as: What is the quality/visibility of this journal?

Our investigators at usmpride.com continue to investigate the quality of the AGB. We

have learned that Niroomand holds the prestigious title of “Amigo” within the
Association for Global Business, as the following insert indicates:
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The Amigos of Association for Global Business

From Left to Right:

Professor Farhang Niroomand Dean, University of Southern Mississippi; Professor Roger
Doost, Clemson University; Professor Massood Samii, Southern New Hampshire University
(Riding the donkey all the way to Boston!); Professor Nader Asgary, SUNY College at Genesco;
Professor Hossein Vaaramini, Elizabethtown College.

Missing in Action!!!l ----President Faramarz Damanpour (Maybe attending the APEC summit
in Santiago)

Apparently, as the insert above points out, Niroomand has also informed the other
“Amigos” of the AGB, as well as the AGB membership at large, that he (Niroomand) is
the “Dean” of USM’s College of Business.

Notice that, though “Missing in Action!!!!” Faramarz Damanpour is both President of
the AGB and an “Amigo” of the AGB. Are Damanpour and others, such as Asgary,
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http://acadweb.snhu.edu/international_business/courses.asp
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http://acadweb.snhu.edu/international_business/research.asp
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Samii, and VVaaramini, also natives of Iran? Is this association --- the AGB --- a vita-

building organization for a group of academics with a common bond and who also work
at bottom-tier universities?

Future reports will address these and other issues.



