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Special Report 
 

Back to Tehran in 2005 
An Investigative Series on Travel by CoB Faculty 

 
 
Investigators at usmpride.com have recently learned that CoB Associate 
Dean Farhang Niroomand made a trip to his home country of Iran in 2005.  
Much like his earlier trips home, this one was also at the “invitation” of the 
Central Bank of Iran, and this one also cost USM and Mississippi taxpayers a 
few thousand dollars. 
 

 
 
The insert above, taken from Niroomand’s Permission to Travel form, 
states that he was to participate in “The 15th Conference on Monetary and 
Foreign Exchange Policies” which was to occur at the Central Bank of Iran 
from May 14-19, 2005.  The insert below indicates exactly what Niroomand’s 
plans were at the time: 
 

 
 
Below, you will find a snapshot of the top part of Niroomand’s Employee 
Travel Voucher, which was completed by him on 2 June 2005: 
 

 



 
Next, we turn to the meals and lodging portion of Niroomand’s trip home: 

 
 
As the insert above points out, the total costs of meals and lodging over the 
11 May 2005 through 18 May 2005 period was $1,240.00.  What about use 
of his personal vehicle?  That expense totaled $14.58 (see below). 
 

 
 
Notice above that Niroomand did not arrive back at Pine Belt Airport until 28 
May 2005, even though the Central Bank affair concluded almost 10 days 
before.   
 
Of course, a trip to Iran will involve Travel by Public Carrier, which this 
one did.  Those expenses are detailed below: 
 

 
 
Public carrier expenses came to a total of $2,085.49, and included a round 
trip involving Tehran, Iran, and Shiraz, Iran ($191.40). 
 
The next screen below sums up the damage to USM and to Mississippi 
taxpayers that Niroomand’s trip (of little fanfare) caused: 
 



 
 
So, Niroomand’s trip to Iran in May of 2005 came to a total of $3,615.07, or 
roughly the entire yearly travel budgets of 4-6 CoB faculty members.   
 
Notice the screen below, which is an expanded version of one presented 
above: 
 

 
 
In the screen above, Niroomand notes that the “15th Conf . . .” runs from 
May 14-19, 2005.  However, correspondence from officials in Iran tells a 
different story: 
 

 
 



Note that the document above describes a two-day Conference, and one that 
runs from May 16-17, 2005, and not a six-day Conference that runs from 
May 14-19, 2005, as Niroomand reports on his Permission to Travel form.   
 
Not only may Niroomand have stretched a 2-day event into a 6-day one, he 
also extended a 4-7 day trip into a 2 and ½ -week junket, consuming a little 
more than one-half of the month of May, 2005, as the small insert below 
indicates:   

 
 
This report delivers nothing but bad news to Mississippi taxpayers. 
 

Update 
 

The following screen indicates that Niroomand’s reimbursement for this trip 
to Iran was $2,300.00, and not for the full amount of expenses, which was 
$3,615.07.  
 

 
 
Niroomand did receive an advance of $1,840, and additional paperwork 
suggests that he received reimbursement of $460 in addition to that.  
  


