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This Special Report provides details of a rather curious trip to San Francisco made by 
Edward Nissan (Professor of Economics) in March of 2005.  Investigators at 
usmpride.com have seen some uninformative Employee Travel Vouchers before, but 
this one might take a prize.  See below: 
 

 
 
Nissan simply tells CoB and USM officials, and Mississippi taxpayers, that he went to 
San Francisco and spent some money that would like it reimbursed to him.  How much 
was spent on lodging and meals?  According to the scan below, more than $800. 
 

 
 
The scan above also indicates that the dates of Nissan’s visit to San Francisco were 
March 10-17, 2005.  According to USM’s academic calendar for 2004-2005 (USM 
Bulletin), some of these dates overlapped with Spring Break at USM, which ran from 
March 14-18, 2005.  So, Nissan took off near the end of the previous week and created a 
long Spring Break for himself in San Francisco.  
 
Air fare and other expenses consumed more than $400 (see below): 
 



 
 
The total cost of the trip was $1,218.61, though the CoB reimbursed only $500 of that, at 
least according to the voucher: 
 

 
 
Notice how Nissan described his plans for this trip on his Permission to Travel Form, 
which was dated February 22, 2005: 
 

 
 



What does “Attend the university…” mean?  “Research consultation?”  Note the 
universities he is referring to:  U Cal Berkeley and Stanford (Tier 0.1).  It seems to us as 
though Nissan was trying to “dress up” a State-subsidized Spring Break trip to San 
Francisco ($500/$1,219 = 41% State subsidy).   
 

 
 
 


