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This Special Report returns to the now well-known AACSB junket to Paris made by the 
CoB’s Dean Harold Doty and Associate Dean Farhang Niroomand.  Visitors to 
usmpride.com will recall that Niroomand’s trip to this AACSB meeting consumed more 
than $4,000.  A report on Doty’s expenses is forthcoming. 
 
The screen below shows how much Niroomand’s trip to Paris cost taxpayers, not 
including the registration fee, which totaled almost $1,200 by itself: 
 

 
 

Readers will also recall the memo written to USM Provost Jay Grimes by Doty justifying 
the trip’s importance to the CoB and to USM.  In that memo, Doty informs Grimes that 
the dates of the Conference are April 22-26, though Doty mistakenly indicates in this 20 
January 2006 memo to Grimes that the year of the meeting is “2005” when it should have 
been written as “2006.”  Thus, Doty is attempting to inform Grimes that he (Doty) and 
Niroomand need to attend the AACSB conference in Paris that runs from April 22-26, 
2006.  The relevant portion of that memo from Doty to Grimes is presented below: 
 

 



 
 
Niroomand’s Permission to Travel Form adds a pre-conference date to the trip, so that 
the time frame involved from Niroomand’s perspective is April 21-26, 2006.  Those 
details are provided below: 
 

 
 
Niroomand submitted the form above in January of 2006.  He also submitted some 
additional materials regarding the conference in Paris.  Our investigators found one item 
submitted by Niroomand to Trudy Stewart (via e-mail in late January of 2006) to be quite 
intriguing.  That item is exhibited below, and it indicates that the actual dates of the 
AACSB conference in Paris are April 23-25, not April 22-26, 2006, as Doty informed 
Grimes by memo (see above). 
 



 
 
Of course, one could claim that Doty added a travel date on either side of the Paris 
conference, thus changing an April, 23-25 time frame to an April, 22-26 time frame.  But, 
recall that Niroomand added an additional travel date on the front end by departing on 
April 21, not April 22 (see Permission to Travel Form above).  The series of dates 
submitted by Niroomand supprt his permission form, as the section of Niroomand’s 
Employee Travel Voucher included below indicates: 
 

 
 
Thus, Niroomand’s “early early” departure date added at least $80 (approx.) to the meals 
costs of the junket.  Any shuffling around Paris on 22 April 2006 would not have been 
conference-related, and should be added to this $80 figure.  An indication of how much 
could be added from shuttle services is given by the table below: 
 

 
 
On page 2 of Niroomand’s voucher, he lists some “Other Expenses” items that were also 
filed on a Business Related Expense Form.  These are: 
 



 
 
From the table above it seems that Niroomand was racking up phone expenses on 22 
April 2006, and that he had a “business dinner” of some sort on 22 April 2006 as well.  
That means that Niroomand’s expenses may have been $200 higher than they would’ve 
been without the extra day early departure.  It’s interesting to note that he visited the 
Louvre on the first day of the actual conference (23 April 2006) instead of participating 
in the conference itself.  And, somehow this was a business expense. 
 
Recall from an earlier report in this series that Doty explained to USM Provost Jay 
Grimes that his and Niroomand’s trip to Paris for the AACSB meeting was a “must 
attend” event, given the importance of the impending AACSB visit to USM.  Doty’s 
words to Grimes are inserted below: 
 

 
 
Now that we learn how Niroomand “blew off” the first day of the conference (see Louvre 
details above), usmpride.com readers can look for future updates to this report as new 
information is processed and can be made available. 
 


