
The Morgan Dynasty – Just Another Piece of The Dirty Southern Miss? 
 

The recent news (see below) that USM provost Robert Lyman alluded to USM chief financial officer Joe 
Morgan being relieved of his CFO duties by USM president Martha Saunders, effective 30-Aug-2010, was 
sweeping across the Hattiesburg campus on 11-May-2010.  USM faculty and staff are buzzing with 
questions about what Morgan did, what his new position and salary will be should he remain on campus 
in some capacity, and why he will not simply be cut by USM administrators in their effort to trim $15 
million from the institution’s 2012 budget.   
 

 
 
With Millsaps president Frances Lucas coming on board soon to manage USM-GC, many in the USM 
community are wondering whether Saunders is on her way out.  Saunders has certainly seen her share of 
problems since May-2007, when she assumed the reins.  Among these are the recent drop to Tier 4 by U.S. 
News & World Report, the USM Research Foundation-Pinion Properties scandal that is now ongoing, and 
the elimination of the CoB’s economics majors, to name a few. 
 
Despite Lyman’s protestations, some USMers and others are having a difficult time believing that 
Morgan had nothing to do with the USMRF scandal.  Lyman said it’s simply bad timing.  Surely 
Saunders and others in the administration knew the timing was bad.  Why, then, did the announcement 
have to come in May when Morgan would remain until August, and since a national search for his 
replacement would not commence until 2011-12, if even then?  This question puts a bad light on the 
Morgan “resignation.”  It also says something about the Morgan dynasty at USM.  Maybe the CoB’s Mary 
Anderson is now dreaming about Ruston, while Saunders is thinking about the top job at West Florida. 


